
I am quite sure I walked into a store the other day and saw a display of     
Christmas trees, ornaments and decorations next to a series of plastic          
jack-o-lanterns and those hanging Frankenstein’s monsters. The countdown to 
Christmas is on and Halloween is sliding past as I write this morning. In      
between the celebration of Advent and all the little bug and Viking costumes 
lays November.  

November is seems to me as an in-between month. Toward the end we reflect 
on our blessings and express gratitude as Thanksgiving approaches. It is also a 
month to steady ourselves for the whirlwind that is the Thanksgiving to 
Christmas sprint! In terms of Church life, November also marks the end of the 
liturgical Church year and the start of the new Church year with the beginning 
of Advent (November 28th this year). It has this twin function of looking back 
to see God’s blessing and looking ahead to what God has in store ahead. 

In this edition of the Voice, we will hear from a few of our Teams for whom 
November is a busy month. You will read about the Deacon selection process 
that is taking place throughout November. Flower and Decorating has two    
announcements about poinsettias and decorating for Advent. The Missions 
Team reminds us of the importance of the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. 
You will also find usual birthday and anniversary list and calendar of events. 
The usual pastoral article on “What We Believe” will be postponed until              
December. May the in-betweeness of November allow us the opportunity to 
stand between what has been and what will be both with thanksgiving and             
anticipation. 

 Message from our Pastor Dr.Shawn White 
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òBut in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be  
prepared to give an answer  to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope  that you have. But do this 

with gentleness and respectó  1 Peter 3:15 NIV 

 

 



Missions Article by the Missions Team 

The goal for the Lottie  Moon Christmas offering this year is $4000. 

   In 1918 the name, Lottie Moon, was affixed to Southern Baptists' annual 
Christmas offering for international missions.  Charlotte "Lottie" Moon was born 
December 12, 1840 in Virginia.  Lottie gave her heart to Christ at age 18.  She set out 
on a path to teach girls and she started an academy for girls, but her interest in China 
began to grow. 

     The unexpected happened when the Foreign Mission Board (now IMB) relaxed 
the policy of prohibiting single women from serving on the mission field.  Lottie's 
sister, who was eleven years younger, went to North China and began to write to 
Lottie, urging her to join her.  Lottie soon felt God's call for her to go to China, "as 
clear as a bell." 

     Lottie spent four decades devoting her life to the spread of the gospel in 
China.  She established several gospel centered schools.  She also visited in thousands 
of homes making her known as the "heavenly book visitor" because she shared with 
hungry hearts the bread of heaven.  Lottie wrote letters daily to churches, bringing 
awareness of the great need for missionary support. 

   By 1912, Lottie was seventy-two years old, and her health was in very serious 
decline.  Her physical and mental health had been broken by overwork and the 
pressing needs of the famine-stricken people.  She gave almost all of her money and 
food to the Chinese.  She loved the Chinese and they loved her. One of the missionary 
doctors felt Lottie must return to America to regain her health. Sadly, Lottie Moon 
never made it to America.  She died on a ship in the harbor of Kobe, Japan.  In her 
final hours she sang "Jesus Loves Me" with the missionary nurse who accompanied 
her.  It was Christmas Eve and Lottie made one final gesture, pushing her fists 
together in the form of the Chinese greeting. 

 It appeared she was welcoming an unseen guest, and then passed into the 
presence of the Savior Who loved her and Whose name she had made known. 

RJL will be accepting Christmas Cards in 
the mailbox at Augusta Street foyer. All 
donations  will  go  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas Offering. The last day to bring 
your  cards  for  distribution  is  Sunday, 
December 19 th .  



FLOWER AND DECORATING 

Please join us for Advent Decorating on November 21st 

DEACONS 

You will soon be receiving a ballot consisting of individuals who have met the church requirements 

for the office of Deacon: (1) be at least 21 years of age, and (2) been a resident member for at least 2 

years.  As you consider who you would recommend for this office, please also consider the follow-

ing scriptural qualifications for a Deacon (see 1 Timothy 3: 8-12): 

     Individuals worthy of respect                                                                                                                                                
Individuals of sincerity                                                                                                              
Individuals who demonstrate self-control                                                                               
Individuals who demonstrate a mature faith                                                                           
If married, individuals who have respected spouses                                                                    
If married, individuals who are faithful in marriage                                                                       
Individuals who demonstrate good management of home and family, if applicable. 

The first round of ballots will be returned to the church office no later than November 17th.  You 

may return your ballot in the most convenient way for you including putting it in the offering plate 

on Sunday, dropping it by the Church office, or handing it to your current deacon. 

Individuals nominated will then be contacted to determine if they will allow their name to be placed 

before the Church for consideration in being elected to serve as a Deacon.  A second and final ballot 

will consist of those individuals agreeing to serve, if elected.  

Absentee ballots will be available per church practice.  

Please be in prayer for this process and the selecting of faithful men and women who can assist in 

the care of the congregation and provide new pathways for ministry. 
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Philippians 4:6  - òBe careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto Godó    
                    

 

 

                                November Birthdays                                                                                               
Nov. 02     Ed Pruett  Nov. 21   David Scruggs                                                                                
Nov. 03     Sam Underwood     

      Nov. 28   Mary Lou Cole                                                                              
Nov. 04     Katy Priest              Nov. 30   Brian Jacob Filer                                                                                 
Nov. 05     Jonathan Yates                                                                                                                                                                  
Nov. 06     Jayme Hawkins                                                                                                                                         
Nov. 10     Wally Parsell                                                                                                                                                                   
Nov. 11     Susan Allen                                                                                                      
        Brian Wikle                                                                                                                                                             
Nov. 12     Chloe Bowers                                                                                                                                                                                   
        Oscar Figueroa                                                                                                                               
Nov. 14     Sara Hubbard                                                                                                                                                      
Nov. 17     Bill Moxley                                                                

       Dates in October to Remember      

 Nov. 1-Nov. 19   Order Poinsettias See Insert for Details                                                                  
 Nov. 03rd  Election Day 
 Nov. 13th  OASIS Meeting, 11:30 am at the Fincastle    
 Nov. 15th  Deaconôs Meeting 6:30 pm                                                                                                                                 

 Nov. 16th   Ruby J. Louthan Circle 6:00 pm                                                                                    
 Nov. 17th  Business  Meeting 6:30 pm                                                                                              
 Nov. 18th  Baptist Womenôs Day Circle Meeting at 10:30 am                                                                    
 Nov. 21st  Decorating the Church                                                                                                      

     Nov. 24th      No Church Services                                                                                                            
     Nov. 25th         Thanksgiving                                                                    
     Nov. 28-Dec. 5   Lottie Moon Week of Prayer for International                          
        Missions - Please See Inserts  

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Philippians-4-6/

