
Churches have rhythms that are rather like waves. If you look at the course of the 
year, you can see ebbs and flows to the participation of people in Church life. It 
generally looks something like this.

 
January and August tend to have the biggest upswings in church participation.           
January coincides with the post-Christmas activity lull that often corresponds with 
an increase in participation in the new year. Perhaps some new year’s resolutions 
factor into the upswing as well, though I doubt those resolutions are written down 
next to “lose weight” and “get my finances in order.” Rather, just a recognition 
that one should “get back to Church.”         

                                

August is the start of the new school year, and we tend to find that this is when 
Churches ramp up programming, especially for children and youth. We see a 
surge in participation that begins as school begins, and then wanes through      
September, October and November before the Christmas draw.  
 
 

It is important to realize these waves and to plan accordingly. Just like an ocean, 
we don’t want to fight the tide but to find ourselves in step with it. So in this     
edition of the Voice, we want to highlight some of our upcoming activities in   
August-September that attempts to “catch the wave.” We encourage you to       
participate in our upcoming activities, and to encourage others to do the same. In 
addition to our highlighted activities, you will also find the regular features of the 
event calendar, birthdays and anniversaries.        

 
 

Catch you on the wave! 

 Message from our Pastor Dr. Shawn White 
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“I can do everything through him who 
gives me strength.” – Philippians 4:13  

 



SUNDAY SCHOOL KICKOFF  

 

Let me tell you about my friend Steve. Steve was called to pastor a Church on the west side of a 
small city. The area around the Church had transformed over the years from a vibrant secondary 
downtown to a run-down neighborhood that had at least four known drug dens within a stone’s 
throw of the Church facility. But Steve and his wife felt called to come to this church, leaving a 
thriving congregation in a small, rural township about 90 minutes away. 

As Steve and his wife got to know the Church, they decided that one of the places to invest to 
reach children and young families was Sunday School. Investing in children’s ministries, they 
knew, had a ripple effect throughout the whole Church – it fed into youth ministries, parents 
populated small groups and volunteered in other ministries of the Church, and it could even help 
launch ministries of compassion to the local community that had fallen on difficult times. 

But how do you bring people you don’t have to Sunday School? Steve along with his wife began 
to invest a great deal of time and money in the launch of Sunday School each Fall. It was always a 
big event – like VBS on steroids. There was always a theme, lots of games and activities and it 
lasted the whole morning and was integrated with the worship service. But it wasn’t just the event 
itself. I remember Steve saying that in the weeks leading up to the launch of Sunday School he 
called every child’s family that had been a part of Sunday School over the past five years and 
invited them to come on back and to give Sunday School another try. It worked and the Sunday 
School began to grow. 

Now, we all know that what works in one place may not work in another, and what worked at one 
time might not work at another. But we also know our system is designed perfectly for the results 
we are getting. So, with some effort and some resources, we are planning on a big launch to our 
new Sunday School year – food, activities, music, bouncy houses and an outdoor worship service 
on August 21st, 10am – 1pm. This isn’t just for children, though we do plan to contact each child 
we have had attend a VBS or Easter Egg Hunt over the past few years to make a special invitation. 
Sunday School is an opportunity to grow in faith, in knowledge of the Bible, and in fellowship 
with one another. I hope you will plan to attend our Sunday School Kickoff on August 21st. And let 
someone else know as well. 

Sunday School Kickoff               Please Join Us! 

                    August 21st                                          
10:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 

Sunday Sunday 
School School 
KickoffKickoff  



CHURCH DIRECTORY  

While this may be a    
September event, it is an 

important part of our 
Church life together that 

needs some planning. 

On September 9 and 10, 
photographers will be    

on-site to take photos for 
our new Church             

Directory. You can use 
this as an opportunity to 
have some professional 

family photographs taken, 
or simply to be included 
in the Directory and have 

a free 8’x10’ for              
participating.    

 

Please register for your timeslot as soon as possible. You can do this in two ways:      

  1)    Register on Sunday Morning at our Directory booth set up in the foyer. Someone will be there to      
         you.                                                                                                                                                    
 2)    Register yourself on any weekday by going to ucdir.com. Find the icon in the top left that reads
        “Photography Appointment Scheduling Login.” The Church Code is wv512 and the password is 
         photos. If you have a group of more than 5, please sign up for two timeslots. 

Please sign up as soon as possible so we can have our schedule filled before August 26th. 

Coming Soon to 
First Baptist 
Church                    o 
Sunday, Sept. 11th 
6:00 pm     

Please bring your 
family & friends         

& join us, all are     
welcome 
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2 Corinthians 3:17  “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.”  (NIV)  
 

 

                                                                                                  July Birthdays                     July Anniversaries                                                                                                     
July 03      Jillian Baker   July 22       Cary Wright                      July 07       Pat & Beverly Damron                                                                                                                                                
July 04      Brenda Lafone   July 22       Max Toney                 July 10       John & Alice Dunkle                                

July 06      Karen Blackburn   July 24       Charlotte Wikle                         June 19     Kevin & Stephanie Bowers                                                              
July 09      Darlene Bowers   July 28       Barbara Carroll                   June 20     Jonathan & Darla Yates                                                                 
June 11 Robert Griffith                                                    June 21     Shawn & Beverly White  
                 June 24     Sam & Sue Clark 
                                              June 25     Brian & Kara Wikle 
                              June 26     Dennis & Shirley Roebuck 

Dates to Remember   

June 04th     Summer Kick-Off Celebration 5:00 – 8:00 pm,  
    everyone is welcome; food, fun, and fellowship for all ages!    
June 05th     Youth – Slip & Slide Kickball and Cookout 5:00 pm 
June 06th     ERBA Meeting 10:00 am       
June 08th     Starts FBC’s Mission Nights 
June 13th     CLC Meeting 6:30 pm 
June 16th     Baptist Women’s Day Circle Meeting 10:30 am 
June 19th      Father’s Day 
June 20th     Deacon’s Meeting 6:30 pm      
June 22nd     Business  Meeting 6:30 pm 
June 21st     Summer Begins & RJL Circle Mtg. 6 pm 
June 25th     Ladies’ Brunch 11:00 – 1:00 pm 
June 26-29     VBS 5:30-8:15 pm 

                                                                                                                                                          

 

 

                                            

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
  

 

 

 
       

First Baptist Church                                                              
1325 Augusta Street          

Bluefield, WV 24701         
 
Phone: 304-327-2495 
E-mail: church@fbcblue.comcastbiz.net  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own               
understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your 
paths straight.” –       Proverbs 3:5-6    
 

                                                 August Birthdays                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Aug. 02    Leslie Bowers        Aug.  09    William Gordon         Aug. 16    Evan Abbey           Aug. 29    Erick Pruett                               
     Jacob Shockley                                 Tom Lafone             Aug. 19    Paula Beasley                         Jonathan                  
Aug. 03    Barry Wright              Aug. 12     Nate Pruett            Aug. 23   Benjamin White                     Shockley                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
     Kathryn Yates       Aug. 13     Allyson Scruggs                          Alexander White                                                                                                                                                         
Aug. 04    Martha Richardson       Aug. 14     Nancy Hawkins          Aug. 26   Ron Linkous                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Aug. 05    Susan Stone                    Rosalee Nuckolls        Aug. 27   Anna Abbey                                                                                                                          
Aug. 06    Shirley Roebuck        Aug. 15     Madison Griffith                         Pat Damron                                                                                                              
Aug. 07    Betsy West                                   Don Rice                                      Denise Underwood                                                                                                                                             
Aug. 08    Ethan Stout                             Christian Yates           Aug. 28   Jonathan Fiqueroa                        

     AugustAnniversaries                                      

Aug. 09    Mike & Nancy Hawkins                                                                                                                                      
Aug. 18    George & Regina Filer                                                                                                                                                  
Aug. 20    Kenneth & Karen Stanley                                                                                                                                       
Aug. 24    Kenneth & Melissa Shumate   
Aug. 30    Eric & Carol Broyles 

Dates to Remember                                                                                                                            
August 08th   CLC Meeting 6:30 pm                               
August 14th  Church Picnic 4:00 pm here on FBC lawn             
August 16th   Ruby J. Louthan Circle Meeting 6:00 pm                  
August 17th  Serving at The Wade Center 6:00 pm                              
August 18th Baptist Women’s Day Circle 10:30 am     
  Tazewell County Schools Start            
August 21st  Sunday School Kick Off 10:00 am to 1:00 pm                     
August 22nd Deacon’s Meeting 6:30 pm       
August 24th  Business  Meeting 6:30 pm                   
August 26th   OASIS Meeting 11:30 am at David’s Downtown Restaurant      
     Mercer County Schools Start                                                                                                                                                                                                                        


