
“If you don’t have your health, you don’t have anything.” I have heard 

that proverb used before, and anyone who has been through a serious 

illness, or walked with someone through a serious illness, it can be 

easily attested. Health, however, is perhaps too narrow of a term.   

Instead, the popular term now is “wellness.” Wellness captures not 

only physical health, but also spiritual, mental, social, and financial 

health. Our bodies can be free from aches and pains, but if we are in 

a spiritual malaise, or battling depression, or feel isolated and lonely, 

or are facing a mountain of debt, we may be just as unwell as the    

individual battling a heart condition or an infectious disease. 

While we cannot cover all aspects of wellness in one edition of the 
Voice, we want to focus on one aspect – financial health. In terms of 
personal finance, November usually begins a cycle of high spending 
as people begin to gear up for Thanksgiving and then Christmas. As 
the cooler months begin and the heating bill comes in, it is also a 
time when finances begin to tighten. In terms of Church finance, it is 
also the time when we begin to look ahead by setting a budget for 
2023. So, this issue of the Voice focuses on both personal finance and 
our congregation’s finance so we might experience wholeness in both 
areas. 
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Proverbs and Personal Finance—Pastor Shawn 
One of the topics that Jesus addresses more than any other is the topic of wealth. Often it is a cautionary tale 

of those who would pursue riches at the expense of righteousness, or to ignore those in needs to accumulate 

wealth for oneself.  

A great example of this is in the parable Jesus shares in Luke 12:16-21. Jesus had been teaching the crowds 

about life in the Kingdom of God when someone shouted, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

with me!” This was a younger brother, and the older brother had inherited the father’s estate, with the idea 

that he was to take care of the family. But the younger brother did not want to be cared for – he valued 

independence and wanted his “share.” And Jesus’ response is to respond to the crowd, “Take care, and be on 

your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” Then 

he tells a story about a rich man who had a wonderful crop, and his response to this blessing was to build 

bigger barns and live off this wealth for many years, eating, drinking and being merry. But God’s response 

was, “Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you prepared, whose will they be?” 

While Jesus addresses wealth frequently, it is not to teach directly about gaining or using wealth but usually 
in the context of a question, or a situation he encounters. If we want more of a guide on wealth itself, we must 
look elsewhere, and I have found it useful to consider what Proverbs teaches about wealth, since it more 
roundly explores the topic. The following categories can help us examine how the proverbs address wealth. 

What does Proverbs reveal about gaining wealth? 
One can gain wealth in numerous ways, but Prov. 13:11 reminds the reader that, “Wealth hastily gotten 

dwindles away, but whoever gathers money little by little makes it grow.” Get rich quick schemes, or schemes 

that involve dishonesty are never advisable. So, what is? Proverbs 14:23 reveals, “All hard work brings a 

profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty,” and 12:11, “Those who work their land will have abundant food, 

but those who chase fantasies have no sense.” Work is the answer! This is reaffirmed even by modern studies 

of wealth. Thomas J. Stanley’s excellent book The Millionaire Next Door studied the habits of millionaires in 

the United States. Stanley discovers that most US millionaires did not win it or inherit it. Rather, they are 

called the millionaires next door because you would not usually distinguish them from anyone else roaming 

the streets: they drive used cars, do not wear watches worth over $100, are often self-employed, do not take 

exotic vacations – they are too busy working! Rather, they gather it little by little through hard work and their 

desire is to leave it as a legacy for their grandchildren and to support charities that are dear to them. Stanley 

could have written his book by studying Proverbs. 

But what about the value of it? 
The writers of the Proverbs, however, do not see wealth as the greatest good. They reveal, “Better a little with 

the fear of the LORD than great wealth with turmoil” (Prov 15:16). Wealth is not a replacement for the power 

of the LORD in our lives. Similarly, Proverbs 11:28 is more pointed: “Those who trust in their riches will fall, 

but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.” This is especially difficult in a wealthy nation like our own – it 

is easy to trust in our personal wealth, or our collective wealth through a Church budget, to make our way in 

life and ministry rather than cultivating our righteousness and reliance upon God. 

Jesus, too, needed to deal with the trappings of wealth in his generation. Luke records that he was asked 

about inheriting eternal life by a rich, young ruler. Jesus asks him to demonstrate his righteousness by selling 

all that he had and following Jesus. But the young man goes away sad. Luke records this insight: Jesus, 

seeing that he had become sad, said, “How difficult it is for those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of 

God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 

kingdom of God.” 26 Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?” 27 But he said, “What is impossible 

with man is possible with God.” Trusting in the LORD and pursuing righteousness are higher goods than 

obtaining wealth. 



Proper Use of It 
This is not to say that believers should shun wealth or demonize it, for much good can be done by the proper 

use of wealth. Consider these two proverbs from 11:24-25: “One person gives freely, yet gains even more;        

another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will 

be refreshed.” 

Reading these proverbs, it is easy to recall Jesus’ words about the widow who gives two small copper coins. “He 

looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; 2 he also saw a poor widow put in two small 

copper coins.  3 He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; 4 for all of them 

have contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all she had to live on” (Luke 21:1-

4). What could be accomplished for the Kingdom if we learned how to give sacrificially as this widow did, 

whether in our time, our talents, or our treasures? 

A Prayer About It 
Finally, let us consider this prayer that is near the conclusion of the Book of Proverbs. This prayer is ascribed to 

Agur son of Jakeh in Proverbs 30:7-9. 

Two things I ask of you;  

do not deny them to me before I die:  

Remove far from me falsehood and lying; 

give me neither poverty nor riches; 

feed me with the food that I need,  
9 or I shall be full, and deny you, 

and say, “Who is the LORD?” 

or I shall be poor, and steal, 

and profane the name of my God. 

This is a prayer of reliance of God. May we have the same dependence whether we have plenty or have little, 
knowing that in all circumstances, God’s grace demonstrated in Jesus Christ is sufficient and calls us into     
obedience. 

November is Budget Month! 
November is the time when we consider anew the budget for the upcoming year. We are grateful to our Budget 

and Finance Team who sorts through all the requests and drafts our budget for us. 

As is often the case, however, the requests outstrip the current giving trends. Faithful ministers in the            

congregation see opportunities for more ministry, but with rising costs for utilities, repairs, insurance, and less 

disposable income in our current economic realities, decisions need to be made. 

These decisions are not on the shoulders of a few, however. The Budget and Finance Team does not set the   

congregational budget – they propose the budget that we approve. We must all do our part to support their 

leadership by discussing the proposed budget and ensuring that the priorities within match the priorities we 

share. 

This process begins with some initial reports by the Budget and Finance Team on a few upcoming Sundays. The 

draft budget will be shared with the congregation early in November and discussed during our November    

business meeting on November 16. We will then have a brief business meeting to approve the budget on Decem-

ber 4 after our morning service. 

Please be involved in our budgeting process. I might suggest as well that you prayerfully consider your ability to 
give as you look at 2023. We are always looking to see how we can do more with less, but we would also be 
pleased to be able to consider how we might be able to do more with more. Rich blessings on you as you steward 
the resources God has provided to you. 
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2 Corinthians 3:17  “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.”  (NIV)  
 

 

                                                                                                  July Birthdays                     July Anniversaries                                                                                                     
July 03      Jillian Baker   July 22       Cary Wright                      July 07       Pat & Beverly Damron                                                                                                                                                
July 04      Brenda Lafone   July 22       Max Toney                 July 10       John & Alice Dunkle                                

July 06      Karen Blackburn   July 24       Charlotte Wikle                         June 19     Kevin & Stephanie Bowers                                                              
July 09      Darlene Bowers   July 28       Barbara Carroll                   June 20     Jonathan & Darla Yates                                                                 
June 11 Robert Griffith                                                    June 21     Shawn & Beverly White  
                 June 24     Sam & Sue Clark 
                                              June 25     Brian & Kara Wikle 
                              June 26     Dennis & Shirley Roebuck 

Dates to Remember   

June 04th     Summer Kick-Off Celebration 5:00 – 8:00 pm,  
    everyone is welcome; food, fun, and fellowship for all ages!    
June 05th     Youth – Slip & Slide Kickball and Cookout 5:00 pm 
June 06th     ERBA Meeting 10:00 am       
June 08th     Starts FBC’s Mission Nights 
June 13th     CLC Meeting 6:30 pm 
June 16th     Baptist Women’s Day Circle Meeting 10:30 am 
June 19th      Father’s Day 
June 20th     Deacon’s Meeting 6:30 pm      
June 22nd     Business  Meeting 6:30 pm 
June 21st     Summer Begins & RJL Circle Mtg. 6 pm 
June 25th     Ladies’ Brunch 11:00 – 1:00 pm 
June 26-29     VBS 5:30-8:15 pm 
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1 Thessalonians 5:18 “give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 
 

 

                      November Birthdays                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Nov. 02     Ed Pruett   Nov. 12     Chloe Bowers                              
Nov. 03     Sam Underwood     

                   Oscar Figueroa                                                                                                                                                             
Nov. 05     Jonathan Yates        Nov. 14     Sara Hubbard                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Nov. 06     Jayme Hawkins            Nov. 17     Bill Moxley                                                                                                  
Nov. 10     Wally Parsell                  Nov. 21      David Scruggs                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Nov. 11     Susan Allen                     Nov. 28      Mary Lou Cole                                                                                                                                                             
        Brian Wikle                    Nov. 30      Brian Jacob Filer                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

         

Dates to Remember                                                                                                                                          
Nov. 11 Veteran’s Day                                                                                     
Nov. 12 OASIS Meeting at Tudor’s Biscuit World,                                                
  Bluefield, WV, 10:00 am                                                      
Nov. 12 FBC’s Celebration Dinner 5:00 pm All Are Welcome!                                            
Nov. 14-16 BGAV Meeting, Hampton, VA                                    
Nov. 15  Ruby J. Louthan Circle Meeting 6:00 pm                 
Nov. 16 Business  Meeting 6:30 pm                                   
Nov. 17 Women’s Day Circle Meeting 10:30 am                   
Nov. 18 Poinsettia Orders Due ($8.00)        
Nov. 20 Church Decorating 2:00 pm Everyone is Invited to       
  Lend a Hand!              
Nov. 23 No Bible Study                  
Nov. 24-25 Thanksgiving Church Office Closed         
Nov. 27 First Sunday of Advent                            


