
We have been on a journey since I began in September of 
2017, and there has been a method to the madness. The first 
series I shared with you back in 2017 was on the five purposes 
of the Church: worship, discipleship, fellowship, evangelism, 
and   service. We even did a survey together to  ascertain how 
we ranked those five areas in terms of strength. In order, with 
our strongest area first, we listed them as  worship, fellowship, 
and discipleship with service and  evangelism tied at the     
bottom. Those five areas then became our yearly theme over 
the last five years: 2018 Worship, 2019 Fellowship, 2020   
Discipleship, 2021 Evangelism, and this past year, Service. 

We now come to a new year where we are free to choose a 
new theme and a new direction. Where shall we go? In this 
edition of the Voice, I will lay out the direction my thoughts 
are taking and invite you to join me. My own article is joined 
by the     regular features of birthdays and anniversaries and   
upcoming events for the month of January. May the new year 
bring a sense of expectation for you as we look together for 
how God is at work in our midst. 

 Message from our Pastor Dr. Shawn White 
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Ephesians 1:3 “Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.” 

 



Pastor Shawn’s Article 
As the writer of Ecclesiastes noted, “there is nothing new under the sun.” My proposal 
for our 2023 theme, which I vetted through the wise minds of our CLC, comes from 
some discipleship training I took while I was in seminary. It comes from the now defunct 
Sonlife Training. It is captured by the following mathy-looking symbol. 

       (GC)2 

If you are a math person and remember those pre-algebra days, you may recognize this 
as GC squared. This stands for 1) The Great Commandments, and 2) The Great 
Commission.  

The first of these, the Great Commandments, comes to us from a discussion Jesus has 
with some religious leaders in Matthew, chapters 21-22. Jesus has entered the Temple 
courts in the days leading up to his arrest and trial, and there he encounters some 
perturbed leaders who question why he is causing such an uproar in their city, especially 
during the Passover when the Roman presence is heightened. His authority is questioned 
by the Chief Priests (21:23-27) but when he refuses to answer their questions directly, 
they resort to trying to trap him. The first trap was a hot-button topic of the day: “Should 
people of faith pay taxes to Caesar?” Jesus’ response suggests that being faithful to God 
doesn’t mean seeking out unnecessary conflicts with civic authorities: “So give back to 
Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”   

A second religious group – the Sadducees – then try to trap Jesus by proposing a 
hypothetical situation about the resurrection, in which they did not believe. The 
hypothetical scenario they propose is met by a concrete answer by Jesus. They don’t pay 
close enough attention to the Bible they profess to believe! Maybe they should read their 
Bibles and get back to him.  

Finally, a third group of scholars seek to question Jesus. This interaction is, perhaps, 
meant more positively than the previous two. Having seen the answers Jesus has already 
given, they are not challenging his authority, but like all great Rabbis they want to know 
how he distills the 613 laws of the Old Testament to glean what the most important 
commandment is. Is it not having idols or worshipping the God of Israel alone such as in 
the Ten Commandments. But Jesus chooses instead to focus on relationship over 
obedience. He chooses Deuteronomy 6:5 as the greatest of the commandments: ‘Love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 
This is the first and greatest commandment (Matthew 22:37-38). 

Jesus, however, does not stop there. He suggests that the second greatest commandment 
is likewise a relationship commandment – a commandment to do something and not 
merely to avoid something: And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  
All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments” (Matthew 22:39-40).  

The first GC of 2023 will be exploring what it means for us at FBC Bluefield to love 
God and to love neighbor – the Great Commandments.   



Pastor Shawn’s Article cont. 

There is another GC in Scripture, however, and it is most important to our life as Baptists. It 
also comes from Matthew’s Gospel, this time in Matthew 28. It is called the Great Commis-
sion. This is the task Jesus leaves with his disciples after his resurrection and before his ascen-
sion back to his Father. Matthew describes it this way. 

18 All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I 
have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.”  

During our year on discipleship (2020 in the midst of COVID if you missed it), I suggested 
the following definition of a disciple, which comes from Jim Putman’s book Real Life Disci-
pleship: “A disciple is someone who follows Jesus, is being transformed by Jesus, and partici-
pates in the mission of Jesus.” A disciple is always in process because the transformation is 
ongoing. As they are being transformed, they are participating in the mission of Jesus, which 
Matthew describes as going to baptize (decision to follow Jesus), to teach (helping others be 
transformed by Jesus) so that they can be part of the mission to make disciples (the mission). 
On and on the circle goes, and on and on the Church grows.  

The Great Commandments – The Great Commission is the theme for 2023 - (GC)2.   

Let us endeavor to ensure that our theme shall not be one in name only, or in teaching only. If 
we do not live out loving God, loving neighbor, and making disciples, our theme becomes 
words on a banner, or a category to remember at our Celebration Dinner in November. There 
is a worship song by Steven Fry entitled, “Let It Be Said of Us.” Some of those lyrics are as 
follows: Let it be said of us: “We were marked by forgiveness, we were known by our love, 
and delighted in meekness. We were ruled by His peace, heeding unity's call; Joined as one 
body that Christ would be seen by all.”  

Let it be said of us that we lived out the Great Commandments and the Great Commission in 
unity together. 

ADVERTISEMENT      

 

Join us for our Winter Bible Study. The eight-part series will kick off January 8 and run-
on Sunday and Wednesday through February 5. 

Sunday, January 8 – Ephesians 1:3-14                Sunday, January 22 – Ephesians 3:1-11     
Wednesday, January 11 – Ephesians 1:15-23      Sunday, January 29 – Ephesians 4:1-16          
Sunday, January 15 – Ephesians 2:1-10              Wednesday, February 1 – Ephesians 4:17-6:9    
Wednesday, January 18 – Ephesians 2:11-22  Sunday, February 5 – Ephesians 6:10-24 

Page 3 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Corinthians 3:17  “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is freedom.”  (NIV)  
 

 

                                                                                                  July Birthdays                     July Anniversaries                                                                                                     
July 03      Jillian Baker   July 22       Cary Wright                      July 07       Pat & Beverly Damron                                                                                                                                                
July 04      Brenda Lafone   July 22       Max Toney                 July 10       John & Alice Dunkle                                

July 06      Karen Blackburn   July 24       Charlotte Wikle                         June 19     Kevin & Stephanie Bowers                                                              
July 09      Darlene Bowers   July 28       Barbara Carroll                   June 20     Jonathan & Darla Yates                                                                 
June 11 Robert Griffith                                                    June 21     Shawn & Beverly White  
                 June 24     Sam & Sue Clark 
                                              June 25     Brian & Kara Wikle 
                              June 26     Dennis & Shirley Roebuck 

Dates to Remember   

June 04th     Summer Kick-Off Celebration 5:00 – 8:00 pm,  
    everyone is welcome; food, fun, and fellowship for all ages!    
June 05th     Youth – Slip & Slide Kickball and Cookout 5:00 pm 
June 06th     ERBA Meeting 10:00 am       
June 08th     Starts FBC’s Mission Nights 
June 13th     CLC Meeting 6:30 pm 
June 16th     Baptist Women’s Day Circle Meeting 10:30 am 
June 19th      Father’s Day 
June 20th     Deacon’s Meeting 6:30 pm      
June 22nd     Business  Meeting 6:30 pm 
June 21st     Summer Begins & RJL Circle Mtg. 6 pm 
June 25th     Ladies’ Brunch 11:00 – 1:00 pm 
June 26-29     VBS 5:30-8:15 pm 
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2 Corinthians 5:17  “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new 

creation has come: The old has gone, the new has come!”  

 

 

 

                      January Birthdays                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Jan. 04 Amy Nichols      Jan. 19      Sam Scruggs                                                                                                                  
Jan. 05   Regina Filer      Jan. 21      Garrett Wright                                                                                
Jan. 06   Mary Lou Robinette   Jan. 22      William Aker                                                                                  
       Ronnie Nichols         Jan. 24      Rhonda Rogers                                                              

         

Jan. 13     Patti Ayers              Jan. 25      Nathan Nichols                                                                      
Jan. 15    Ashton Burgess                   Jan. 28      Mary Vest                                                                                       
        Alex Ramsey                    Jan. 29      Kris Toney                                                                                    
        Don White              Jan. 31      Amy Law   

       Dates to Remember                                                                                                                                          
Jan. 01 Happy New Year                 
Jan. 02 Church Office Closed                                                                                    
Jan. 04 Adult Choir rehearsal 7:15 pm  
Jan. 08 Youth Handbell practice 4:15 pm 
  Youth Choir rehearsal 5:00 pm                                           
Jan. 09 CLC Meeting 6:30 pm                                                              
Jan. 16   Martin Luither King, Jr. Day                                                        
Jan. 17 Ruby Jane Louthan Circle Meeting 6:00 pm                             
Jan. 19 Baptist Women’s Day Circle Meeting 10:30 am                                      
Jan. 23 Deacon’s Meeting 6:30 pm                                                
Jan. 25 Business  Meeting 6:30 pm                                                       
Jan. 28 OASIS Meeting Fincastle Restaurant 11:30 am                                     
Jan. 29  Lord’s Supper and Benevolent Offering                   


