
On the desk in the Pastor’s Study, there sits a North American Mission Board 
calendar. This week, the calendar asks us to pray for Joshua and Katie Ekberg. 
This couple is from Eugene, OR, but they have recently left that familiar 
ground to work on a Church plant at the University of Lethbridge campus in 
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada. They ask us to pray for their core team so they 
might have endurance and strength for the work. 

Joshua and Katie are just one example of the thousands of NAMB partners 
that we at FBC Bluefield support through our Cooperative Program           
contributions and our annual Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. The            
Cooperative Program is vital to our North American mission because it helps 
support the infrastructure of our NAMB as well as support on the ground          
personnel. The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering is important because 100% 
of this offering directly supports the work of the missionary personnel. 

Thank you for your support of both the Cooperative Program, which is a part 
of our annual Church budget, and the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering. Our 
week of prayer for North American Missions is March 1-7, and our goal for 
2020 is $3000. In this issue of the VOICE, we will find out more about the 
namesake of the Easter Offering – Annie Armstrong – and how monies raised 
are spent for North American Missions. 

Thank you for being a missionary in your local area, and for your support of 
those who leave familiar grounds to go to the places the Lord leads. 

 Message from our Pastor Dr.Shawn White 
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“There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one 

who fears is not made perfect in love.”1 John 4:18 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Women’s & 

Men’s Bible 

Study 4:00 pm//

Annie Armstrong 

Week of Prayer  

2    Annie 

Armstrong 

Week of 

Prayer  

3     Annie  

Armstrong 
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Armstrong 
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Prayer  
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Armstrong 
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6 Annie       

Armstrong      
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7  Annie Armstrong 

Week of  Prayer  

8  Daylight  

Savings//    

Women’s & 

Men’s Bible 

Study 4:00 pm 

9 CLC 

Meeting 

6:30 pm 

10 11 12  Women’s 

Day Circle 

11:30 am     

13 14 

15  Women’s 
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Men’s Bible 

Study 4:00 pm 

16 17  St.         

Patrick’s Day//              

RJL Meeting         

6:00 pm          
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22  Women’s 

Bible Study & 
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Study 4:00 pm 

23         

Deacon’s 

Meeting    

6:30 pm 
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6:30 pm 

26 27 28 OASIS Mtg.        

9:00 am—Bluefield 

College Cafeteria  

29  Benevolent 

Offering & 

Lord’s Supper//

Women’s & 

Men’s Bible 

Study 4 pm 

30 31     

       
                         March Birthdays                                                                                                                                                    
March 03rd  Gail Gregory   March 20th     Derek Wright                                        
March 06th  Dixie Aker  March 23rd     Bill Hincher                                                                            
  Kylie Bowers                Alisha Maloyed 
  Nathan Figueroa March 25th  Stephanie Bowers                 
March 09th  Keith Filer   March 27th     David Figueroa                                             
March  14th   Freda Linkous                          Melissa Shumate                                                              
March 16th  Mark West  March 30th     Merilyn Pruett                                                             
March 20th  Joy Cheeks  March 31st     Abigail Whitehead              
             Kenneth Shumate 

March Anniversaries                                                                                         
March 06th  Abel & Abike Solademi                                                                                                                             

Annie Armstrong by Shawn White                    
 Annie Armstrong, affectionately called Miss Annie, was born in Baltimore, Md. in 1850.  She attended      
Seventh Church until her baptism at the age of 19. Then, she joined over 100 members from Seventh Church to         
pioneer a new work at Eutaw Place Church and remained an active member there for nearly 70 years.                                
 Miss Annie taught in the primary department (for children up to age 12) for 50 years. All the while, she 
maintained an interest in ministering to mothers, immigrants, the underprivileged, the sick, African Americans,   
Indians, and her Jewish neighbors.  She served on the board and worked at the Home of the Friendless for over 20 
years. She also started the Ladies’ Bayview Mission.        
 Not only did Armstrong embrace Baltimore with the love of Christ, but her reach extended to the uttermost 
parts of the world.  Most notable are her efforts in missions education and missions support. She traveled across 

America encouraging missionaries and inspiring churches to pray, to give and to act.                 Cont. on page 3 
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by Dr. Shawn White                     
 In 1888, Annie Armstrong helped found the Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) and served as                  
corresponding secretary--a position equivalent to the executive director today--until 1906.  She always refused a      
salary for the work she did through WMU to further the gospel because she said she would never give to the Lord 
“that which costs me nothing.” (II Samuel 24:24)          
 Annie was a prolific letter writer on behalf of the WMU and its mission, once writing more than 18,000 letters 
in one year.  Of course, without the aid of today’s technology, she wrote each letter by hand. On one occasion, she 
asked for contributions to a Christmas offering, which resulted in enough money to send three, not one as had been 
hoped, missionaries to assist Lottie Moon, a missionary in China.  The Lottie Moon offering was named at Annie’s 
recommendation.             
 Right before Annie Armstrong died in 1934 an offering was named after her.  The Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering helps missionaries in the U.S. and Canada start new churches, promote the gospel and meet needs.  100% of 
the funding goes straight to the mission field. The need is greater today than ever! Please take this opportunity to pray 
and to give! 

Annie Armstrong ARTICLE 2 by Shawn White                              
 Our goal for the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for 2020 is $3000. So where does that money go, and how 
does it help North American Missions?                        
 Our North American Missions is really a team effort. Our contribution along with thousands of other         
congregations, individuals, and organizations go toward the whopping $124 million dollar budget of the North   
American Mission Board (NAMB). The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering accounts for almost half of that budget 
(see diagram below – information taken from https://www.anniearmstrong.com/your-gifts-at-work/). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does the NAMB use the money raised through the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering? When they write that 
100% of the money raised goes to the mission field, how do they spend that money. From the diagram below, we can 
see that in 2017/18, direct support to missionaries and their families accounts for just over half of the disbursement, 
while the other half supports the ministries supported by those missionary families. 

 

                            Cont. on page 4 

https://www.anniearmstrong.com/your-gifts-at-work/
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“For behold, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone. The flowers 
appear on the earth, the time of singing has come, and the voice of the 
turtledove is heard in our land..”  Song of Solomon 2:11-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Followers of Christ:                 
  Praising, Serving and Making a Difference   

 
 

Cont. from page 3   
 

                            
MISSIONARY SUPPORT          CHURCH PLANTING    EVANGELISM  

 

We are grateful for our North American Mission Partners. For more information on how you can support 
our North American Missions through prayer, support, and even going, see https://www.namb.net/. 

      

On a practical level, the NAMB has provided these examples of where the money is spent: 

$5 Bus fare for   
travel in the local       
community 

$100 Anniversary gift 
for a missionary 
couple 

$175 Laundromat fees 
for a family of 
four 

$1000 Emergency travel 
assistance for a  
missionary     
family 

$85 Subscriptions for 
training resources 

$300 Training and       
conferences for a 
church planter’s 
wife 

$1200 Bibles, gospel 
tracts, disciple-
ship materials 

$1400 Monthly worship 
facility rent 

$25 Meal with an       
unreached person 

$500 Food and          
supplies for a 
neighborhood 
outreach event 

https://www.namb.net/

